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in 2023, I rise today to deliver the elev-
enth installment of my farm bill im-
pact series, where I am highlighting 
various aspects of the farm bill that de-
serve Congress’ awareness and support. 
We need robust biosecurity in America 
not only because we need to eat in 
order to survive, but also because 
strong American agriculture will help 
keep our country free and self-deter-
mining as a Nation. 

Manhattan, Kansas, the home of my 
alma mater, Kansas State University, 
is also home of the National Bio and 
Agro-Defense Facility or NBAF. This 
state-of-the-art 700,000-square foot fa-
cility will be a national asset that 
helps protect our Nation’s agriculture 
against the threat and potential im-
pact of serious animal diseases. Ex-
perts believe that 75 percent of new and 
emerging infectious animal diseases 
can be transmitted from animals to hu-
mans. NBAF will be home to the only 
maximum biocontainment space in the 
country, where USDA will conduct 
comprehensive research, develop vac-
cines and antivirals, and explore en-
hanced diagnostic and training capa-
bilities. 

The United States Department of Ag-
riculture is currently working with the 
Department of Homeland Security to 
bring NBAF online by December and to 
begin establishing partnerships be-
tween two key sectors heavily invested 
in animal health: academia and indus-
try. Working with scientists and other 
industry professionals, NBAF will cre-
ate new safety and security guidelines 
that will be critical for the prevention 
of future pandemics. Currently, sci-
entists are conducting this very impor-
tant research in New York at the Plum 
Island Animal Disease Center, which is 
more than 60 years old. NBAF will re-
place this aging facility, create 400 
local jobs for Kansans, generate over 
$100 million in total economic benefit 
for our State, and make Kansas the 
home of internationally recognized 
animal disease experts. NBAF isn’t just 
an exciting development for Kansas, it 
also marks the future of biodefense re-
search that will protect the United 
States and the rest of the world. 
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The 2018 farm bill contained special 
authorization for biosecurity planning 
and response, which helped make 
NBAF possible. That version of the 
farm bill explicitly mentioned the co-
ordination of ‘‘tactical science activi-
ties . . . that protect the integrity, re-
liability, sustainability, and profit-
ability of the food and agricultural sys-
tem of the United States against bio-
security threats from pests, diseases, 
contaminants, and disasters.’’ NBAF is 
a concrete example of the impact that 
we can have when we authorize the 
farm bill in careful and creative ways. 

During National Agriculture Month 
in March, I brought House Agriculture 
Committee Republican leader GT 
Thompson on an ag tour of Kansas, 
where I was proud to show him NBAF. 

The technology, scale, and inter-
national significance of the facility are 
truly second to none. Once fully oper-
ational in December, NBAF won’t just 
support and protect agriculture; it will 
protect our country and the world. 

I will be back on the floor soon to de-
liver another installment of my farm 
bill impact series and highlight more 
programs and titles within the bill that 
I believe Congress must understand and 
support to ensure that agriculture 
thrives in America. 

IMPORTANCE OF LIVESTOCK INDEMNITY 

Mr. MANN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to follow up on a speech that I 
gave in March about the importance of 
the farm bill emergency assistance pro-
grams like livestock indemnity. 

Agriculture is a risky business, and 
Mother Nature is a tough business 
partner. Over the past couple of weeks, 
Kansas producers have been losing cat-
tle due to extreme temperatures, and 
qualified producers will be able to re-
coup some of their losses through the 
livestock indemnity program. 

Just like the flooding and wildfires 
we saw in Natoma and the surrounding 
areas last year, this is another example 
of how essential the farm bill emer-
gency assistance programs are to our 
country’s food supply and the people 
who produce it. 

Emergency programs like livestock 
indemnity are investments in the fu-
ture of our country, and they help en-
sure that America remains food secure 
and self-determining as a Nation. 

Natural disasters, diseases, and 
weather emergencies happen, and we 
can’t afford to let them cripple the 
business of the men and women who 
keep us fed, fueled, and clothed. That is 
why emergency assistance programs 
like livestock indemnity must remain 
strong in the 2023 farm bill. 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 47 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. LANGEVIN) at noon. 
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PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Sovereign God, we pray to You again 
on behalf of the Ukrainian people. 
They continue to call to You, O Lord, 
in their distress. They call to You, our 
God. Hear their voices. 

Relieve them of the hardship of their 
oppression. 

Free them from the abuse of their 
captors. 

Loose them from the chains of their 
enemy and give them the freedom of 
their own sovereignty and the blessing 
of peace in their homeland. 

Then gracious God, allow us, we who 
are observers to this travesty, to be in-
spired by the faith of the Ukrainians in 
the face of their adversity. Open our 
eyes to the spiritual warfare being 
waged which has called forth their 
unshakable faith in You. They are liv-
ing proof of the victory they have al-
ready won in You. 

For they are hard-pressed on every 
side, but not crushed. They are per-
plexed, but not in despair; persecuted, 
but not abandoned; struck down, but 
not destroyed. 

Almighty God, may we receive their 
testimony of Your saving grace. Then 
may we be found as steadfast in the liv-
ing of our days. 

In Your merciful name we pray. 
Amen. 
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THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(a) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the Journal of the last day’s 
proceedings is approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from California (Mr. RUIZ) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. RUIZ led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that 
the Senate has passed bills of the fol-
lowing titles in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 407. An act to provide redress to the em-
ployees of Air America. 

S. 1787. An act to amend title 28 of the 
United States Code to prevent the transfer of 
actions arising under the antitrust laws in 
which a State is a complainant. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 117–81, the 
Chair, on behalf of the Republican 
Leader, appoints the following indi-
vidual to serve as a member of the 
Commission on the National Defense 
Strategy: 

Eric S. Edelman of Virginia. 
The message also announced that 

pursuant to Public Law 105–292, as 
amended by Public Law 106–55, Public 
Law 107–228, and Public Law 112–75, the 
Chair, on behalf of the President pro 
tempore, upon the recommendation of 
the Republican Leader, appoints the 
following individuals to the United 
States Commission on International 
Religious Freedom: 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:52 Jun 16, 2022 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K15JN7.010 H15JNPT1ct
el

li 
on

 D
S

K
11

Z
R

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-06-16T09:31:07-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




